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Signalink Technologles axpects a huge market for its plug-in fire alarm, says CEQ Ed Altke, left, and president Andre

Cosquer.
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fmalink Technobogies of
Kelownea is almost ready (o
go to marke with its revola-
Honary FlivLink alarn,

*This I5 a whole new way of in-
stalling fire alarms,” sald CEQ Ed
Alfse.

“T'he potenitinl market is gigoantic
and we expect our product to bo
worldwide in five years.”

[t's now mandatory for all condo-
minium, apartment and hotel unlts
in Morth America to have their own
fire alarm, rather than the central
hallway alarm that had been the
M.

For existing huildings, that poses
the costly problem of having to rm
wires and punich holes in walls b in-
gtall the traditional teciinology of
wired alarmes.

Signalink offers a much less ex-
pensive and effective alternative
with the S50 Fire Link alarm that
fits into a standand slectrical autlet

The unit also has a battery backup
{F the power goes oul.

With the technology fine tuned af:
ter five years of ressarch and devel-
opmend, FireLink Is pepdy 1o hit the
market early next year with diztrib-
wtion through 1,000 dealers in
Coanada. Sales through another
13,0000 dhealars in the 1.5, will follow.

“This iz comething that will pot
very Inrge, very quickly,” Alfke
gaid.

"1 kv this company had soime-
thing cotraordinary. Thats why |
am-an angel investor In it amd 1
camie ot of retirement o be CEOL™

Kevin Letin of Wolverton
Securities has also helped
Sigmal.ink raise $500,000 with &
Ah-cont-i-share private placement

The gndl ts another 31 milllon with
the current 45-cent-g-sham effort.

Stpnalink’s head offioe In
Kelowna is expected to grow from
the cirTent S1x :"!h1-T:I|fl:p'-l.’1."3 03 next
R

However, manufacturing will be
doe In Oniario by Mircom,
Cannda’s lnrpest distribuior of
alarms

Chambers on a roll

Nothing says economic health like
a growing chamber of commerce,

And the Ohanimgan’s thres biggest
gitles have vibrant, expanding
rhanmbers.

Eolowna, the Yalley's bigoest city,
has the largest chamber with a
membership of 1,555 Penticton's
chambser has 707 members: and the
Vemnon chamber is 613 strong.

Bdost members are small business,
which b an important polst 10 make
iz Small Business Week wraps up to-
day in the Ckanagan and netionally,

The chamber is aften the first con-
tact when business and the public
want 1o know something about a
communily, hings ke s
strenrths, demographics, economic
engines, issucs and challenpes,

Az spch, chambers, have two dis-
tinct functions — the pro-business
advocate and membershipservioe
SR,

As an advocate, chambers lobby
for changes to banefit business amd
il [

For members, chambers offer ser
vires ranging from group health
eoverage and dizeounts on Jongdis-
tance calling and eourier serviees to
networking and learning opportuni-
ties at puest spealer luncheans,
sominars and receptions.

Mew members of the Peatlcton
chamber include Clissie Guitnrs,
Windward Saftware, Pantey matau-
rant, Willinm Lageott's Hoek N Rall
Schoal, Paw Prints Studin and
Gallery. London Dyugs, Kevin
Lawer and Forsia Industries

New to the Vernon chamber are
Aspenware Ine, Denture Clinke,
auta body equipment and paint sug-
plier [} and E Distritutars,
Appelintion Designs,
AllCanadianEscapes com, Aberdecn
Plumbing and Heating. Rocky
Mountain Enterprises,
PropertyGuys.com, Okanagan
Integrated Network Services,
Senathe Wave Enterprises, R and C
Media Team amd The Lodge in
Cherryville,

Small-biz service

The provincial government 12
starting to think like business and
imstibiue cuslomer-sery ed promises,

Thiz woek, the Minkstry of Small
Husiness and Bevenue, headed by
Okanagan Westside MLA Hick
Thorps, launched phase two of 112
Taxpayer Faimess and Service
Code, gutlining mew servioe dan-
daris,

For [nstance, for both the public
and husinesses, genornl sules tay
e-mail imvquiries will be answered
within twn business I.‘in}'!i.

Complex inguiries and rulings
cotld ke up o M husiness daye,

Sales and hotel tax reglstrations
wlll ke doge within two business
days; sales and hobel tax acecunt
clearanees within five business
days,

Sales, hotel, fuel or 1obacco tax re-
funds will be within 30 calendar
s,

The ministry took input from the
I.C. Chomber of Commerce, Refail
Merchants Association. Fotail
Canada and the Canadian
Federation of Independent Business
to come up with the tew oode

“Phaze 2 of ihe oode shows thot
Rick Thoope and his minlsuy e
serious about addressing the needs

SUccess

of small husiness and improving
cOstEmer service.” said Laura Jones
of the Canadian Federation of
Independsnt Husiness,

“We are commitied o mxpayers”
rights and maiotaining our repputa-
tion as a centre of customer service
excellence,” said Thorpe

“That’s why we have developed 2
clear set of sorvice standands, so
customers will know exactly what o
expect when dealing with our gov-
Ermment.”

Upcoming ...

B The new Okankgan College 15
holding commumnity sessions to ged
input on what fype of courses and
programs it dhould be offering,

The first three are at the Kelownn
ELO Fosd campus Monday, 4-5:30
p.m. in portable 4; Wednesday, 730
O at Infiesions restaurent and |
Wodnesaday, 4530 p.m. in portable 4

B The Centrnl Okanagan
Economle [evelopment
Commizsion affers its Seven Sheps
1o & Profisable KMarksting Plan semi.
nar Tuesday moon to 1230 poan, a
Lake Country Municipal Hall.

Froe to aftend and lunch will be
provided,
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W Find out if you can get govern:
ment funding or t celief for fo-
sparch and development projects al
upcoming Okanagan Sclence and
Technalogy Counci] workshops.

The arscions will outline the feder:
al Scientific Hesearch and
Experimental Development
Program and the Mationa] Besaarch
Coaneilz Industrinl Research
Assistancs Plan.

Thew start in Kelowna
Wednesduy, 8:30-10:30 a.m_ in the
bosrdreom of the Landmark [
building.

Thev continue in Vernon, alsg
Wednesday, 1:30:3:30 p.m. at the
Holiday Inn Express.

Al an Thorsday, the workshogp is
9.30-11:30 a.m. at the Ramada Inn in
Pontieton.

Register online — 510 for councl
members, $15 for non-members — at
WWW.osteeoh events php.

W Mavor Walkier Gray 15 the speak-
er af the next Urban Development
Institute luncheon Thursday at the
Coast Capri Hotel

Tickets 4t &5 for members; §35 for
non-mombers. by calling T17-3568.

B The next Penticton Chamber of
Commerce Business After Business
networking and socinl mixer s
Thursiday, 3T p.m. at the OSNS
Child Development Centre on Cormi
AVETILE,

Froe oo attend,

B Stere MacNaull i5 a business
reporier and columnaist with
The Dkanagan Saturday. He can
b reacked by e-mail
erf stepe.macnecdla ok be, oo,



